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Oz

Etik tartismalarin odaginda yer alan sorulardan biri ‘davramiglarimizin temel giidiileyicisi nedir ya da ne
olmalidr?’ sorusudur. Bu soruya cevap arama ¢abasinda ‘egoizm’ ve ‘altruizm’ farkli bakig agilarina sahiptir.
Ayn Rand, rasyonel egoizmin kendini feda etmeye degil, akla dayandigini, oysa akla dayanan hi¢bir tarafi olmayan
altruizmin en yiiksek ahlaki gérevinin kendini feda etmek oldugunu savunur. Rand, bu nedenle altruizmin insan
dogasina ve hayatina zarar veren bir yaklasim oldugunu iddia eder. Rand’in amact rasyonel bir ahlak felsefesi
ortaya koyabilmek icin problemin temeline inmek, objektif gercekliklere ve nedenselliklere dayanan bir ahlaki
sistem gelistirmek, yanly anlamlar yiiklendigini diisiindiigii egoizmin gercek anlamini ortaya ¢ikarmaktir. Ancak
Rand i altruizm ile ilgili tespitlerinin gecerliligi tartismaya agik bir konu olarak karsimizda durmaktadr ¢iinkii
insanlarin giinliik hayatlarinda hicbir karsiik beklemeden birbirlerine maddi ve manevi destek olmalart stk¢a
gozlenen bir davramstir. Yakin zamanda yapilan sosyolojik, psikolojik ve hatta biyolojik ¢calismalar insanda
altruizmin de egoizm kadar dogal oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Makalede Ayn Rand’in altruizm elestirisine yer
verilecek, diisiincelerinin gegerliligi sorgulanacaktir.
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Abstract

One of the questions at the centre of ethical debates is ‘what is or should be the basic motivation for our behaviour?'
While seeking an answer to this question, "altruism' and 'egoism' have different perspectives. Ayn Rand argues
that rational egoism is based on reasoning, not self-sacrifice, whereas, the highest moral duty of altruism, which
has no rational side, is self-sacrifice. For this reason, Rand claims that altruism is an approach that is harmful to
human nature and life. While arguing for a rational moral philosophy, Rand aims to get to the root of the problems,
develop a moral system based on objective realities and causality, and reveal the true meaning of egoism which
she thinks is full of misunderstandings. However, the validity of Rand's arguments on altruism remains
controversial because it is a common behavior that people frequently support each other financially and morally
in their daily lives without expecting anything in return. Recent sociological, psychological, and even biological
studies have revealed that altruism is as intrinsic as egoism in humans. In the article, Ayn Rand's critique of
altruism will be explained, and the validity of her thoughts will be examined.
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